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New City of Seattle Interpretive Signs

UNDERWATER
FORESTS

It's easy to think of kelp asweeds of the sea.
But in fact, kelp forests like those in Puget
Sound are remarkable and complex ecosystems
that arevital to the life in and around them.
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Transportation routes running north
and south along the waterfront long
created a kind of "wall” that pedestrians
and wehicles traveling east and west
had to navigate. The answer? Tunnels.




AS VESSELS HAVE EVOLVED, SO HAS THE WATERFRONT
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Port Sins to Update

Where did this bridge used to go?

Pike Place Market »

<« Bell Street Pier { | 1 the early 1900s, trestle bridges connected many of Seattle’s piers
on the central waterfront with the top of the bluff, offering an easy
< Bell Harbor Conference Center (8 i ey to nsgotate th steep hilside becween dhe T In the early
o : days, access to the piers along what is now Alasian Way was dificult
<« Maritime Museum !
hecause of the number of railrgads in the ared and the tremendous
<« Stair/Elevator to Alaskan Way: : . waterfront congestion. Bridging over this mess {mproved access ©©
the piers from the bluff.
Aquarium
5 - T This bridge. the
Washington State Ferries 7 -~ Heleboy QTR e Sereet bridge,
Ferries to Victoria e anginaly Bt
b in 1935 to provide
Waterfront Trolley 4 == g access o the second
Pt o St e 9 71 3 L q - 2 1 3 7 | Vo o] lavel of Pier 64/65. 3

Waterfront Park G i - = aritime warehouse.

Myrtle Edwards Park Miehough Alaskan Way wias proably not 13 ]
b 1900s, the bridge did make it easier to MOVE goods to and fram the
Port of Seattle Offices % P warshouse and .uu..-q@umm, s the north endigkehe Pike

Place Market, 3 major commercal SE0EEE of Seattle.

Thve Alaskan Way viaduet above you ¥ bulfc in the 19505 The
indluce faciitated the mevement of traffic through the ey, But the
+oute completshy Bypassed the waterfrent. and the ease of vahicular
eransporttion further eroded the need for warerborne transparss
on up and datwn Puges Sound. The viaduct, which physically and
il separatad the watarfronk from e downigwn, was 3 major

facror in the decline of Seacde central waterfront:
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